
By Dr. Margaret Riley  

 

I 
t is my great pleasure to 

serve as the President of 

the recently established 

Massachusetts Academy 

of Sciences. The MAS has grown 

out of a shared sense that the State 

requires some entity to serve as an 

umbrella to coordinate and enable 

the diversity of science-based 

efforts across this state. Our mis-

sion is to promote public under-

standing and appreciation of the 

sciences, to support scientific 

research, education and workforce 

development in areas relevant to 

the needs of the state, and to pro-

vide consultative or advisory ser-

vices on matters of science to the 

Governor, and to local, state, and 

federal agencies. 

The Academy officially an-

nounced its presence at the 2008 

American Association for the 

Advancement of Science meeting 

in Boston. Our reception was, 

simply put, tremendous. From the 

Leaders of the National Academy 

of Sciences and our sister State 

Academies to the numerous scien-

tists, science educators and inter-

ested public in attendance, the 

response was overwhelmingly 

positive. A detailed description of 

the MAS is available at our web 

site: http://massacadsciences.org/. 

Although our ñvirtualò doors 

opened a mere 12 months ago, we 

are already engaged in a diverse 

portfolio of science education and 

outreach activities.  

¶ We have a rapidly growing 

membership base (90 members 

and counting!). 

¶ We have inducted an impres-

sive body of Academy Fellows, 

representing the Common-

wealths leaders in science re-

search, education and outreach 

activities.  

¶ We have contributed to several 

state-based education reform 

initiatives, including the 2008 

STEM Summit and MAST 

conference.  

¶ We have joined forces with the 

existing Massachusetts Junior 

Academy of Science and are 

providing travel awards to 

enable the 2008 High School 

Science Fair Medal-

ists to compete at the 

National level (see 

the MJAS on Page 3 
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to learn about our Science Fair 

Medalists). 

¶ We have planned the first an-

nual MAS meeting, to be held 

on May 16th, 2009 on the cam-

pus of the University of Massa-

chusetts Amherst (see the MAS 

Annual Meeting article on 

Page 2 for more details). 

¶ We are revamping our web 

site, which will serve as THE 

central repository in the com-

monwealth for STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and 

mathematics) - based informa-

tion critical to educators, stu-

dents, parents, scientists, legis-

lators and industry. 

 

If you are already an MAS 

member, let me take this opportu-

nity to offer my sincere thanks for 

supporting our critical first year in 

existence. Your contributions 

have enabled us to touch the lives 

of hundreds of pK-12 students and 

teachers, to attend STEM educa-

tion and workforce development 

conferences across the state and to 

support MJAS Science Fair 

Medalists to attend the AAAS 

competition. 
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you will see an update on the 

soon to be revised new MAS 

web portal (see Page 1). 

¶ Focusing our efforts on becom-

ing a leader in the Common-

wealthôs efforts to address and 

coordinate efforts in STEM K-

12 curriculum issues and work-

force development strategies. In 

response, we have planned to 

convene, early in the new year, 

two summit meetings on these 

challenging topics.  

Stay tunedé 

We kicked off our inaugural 

year with a ñcoming outò party at 

the annual meeting of the Ameri-

can Association for the Advance-

ment of Science annual meeting in 

Boston. We had a very warm re-

ception from the National Acad-

emy, our sister State Academies 

and the many teachers, scientists 

and students in attendance. We 

sent several MAS emissaries 

(including our mascot, Monty the 

Python) to several additional na-

tional meetings, including the Na-

tional Science Teachers Associa-

tion Annual meeting in Boston and 

the National Astronomy Meeting 

in Brookline. The most common 

comment we heard was ñYou 

mean Massachusetts doesnôt have a 

State Academy?ò The response to 

the creation of the MAS has been 

overwhelmingly positive! 

We have attended several sci-

ence education workshops and 

meetings, we participated in the 5th 

annual STEM Summit in Stur-

bridge and the Massachusetts As-

sociation of Science Teachers 

(MAST) meeting in Boxborough. 

We met many talented and devoted 

K-12 STEM teachers and learned 

about the significant challenges 

they face. From these experiences, 

we designed a teacherôs question-

naire that we will be sending to 

STEM teachers across the state to 

determine how the MAS can best 

support their dedicated efforts. 

The Director of Outreach (Sara 

Cody) and her student volunteers 

(and Monty!) visited several public 

schools across the state to help 

inspire a love of science. They 

visited: 

The Science Fair in Gloucester, 

the Shutesbury Science Fair, Na-

tick High School, and the White 

Street Elementary School in 

Springfield. We have found that 

such direct, personal contact with 

the students has a significant, posi-

tive impact and we hope to expand 

our school visit program in the 

future. In fact, the MAS president 

and the Director of Outreach held a 

science outreach training program 

this fall, at which we worked with 

volunteers to develop their science 

outreach skills. Those same volun-

teers will lead future MAS school 

visits. 

The 1st Annual MAS Board 

meeting was held on September 

15th at UMass Amherst. The MAS 

Board, Directors and President 

tackled several key issues. In par-

ticular, the MAS President was 

challenged with: 

¶ Redesigning the MAS website 

to more directly and fully meet 

the needs of the students, teach-

ers and community in the state. 

In this issue of our newsletter 
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CALENDAR 

Students  at White Street Elementary School in Springfield are 

fascinated by butterflies and  dragonflies during an MAS outreach 

event in November. 

January 29  

Youth Outreach in 

Springfield 

 

February 12  
16 th�² annual AAAS 

meeting in Chicago 

 

 

 

May 16 
First annual MAS 

meeting at UMass, 

Amherst 

 

August  
The MAS president 

travels to the 

Galapagos Islands 

to present a talk in 

�K�R�Q�R�U���R�I���'�D�U�Z�L�Q�·�V��
Bicentennial. 

Our Mission is to 
promote public 
understanding and 
appreciation of the 
sciences, to support 
scientific research 
and education in 
areas relevant to the 
needs of the state 
and to provide 
consultative or 
advisory services on 
matters of science 
to the Governor, and 
to local, state and 
federal agencies. 

Our Motto is: 

Think, Explore, 
Learn! 

Director of Volunteering, Sandy 

Robinson and Monty attend the 

first annual MAS board meeting 

in September. 

Outreach assistant Kristina 

Booth conducts a science 

demonstration at White Street 

Elementary School. 

Highlights and Milestones 


